
We Can Make It Happen
We need to show Council that many citizens want a 
sustainable and socially just future.

PUBLIC TRANSIT
A NEW VISION FOR

I N  OTTAWA

Join our efforts  to build support for our plan by 
taking it onto the buses and into the 
neighbourhoods of Ottawa:
https://freetransitottawa.ca/campaign

Sign our petition calling on the Mayor and 
City Council to adopt this plan: 
https://freetransitottawa.ca/petition

@free_transit_ottawa

@freetransott 

@freetransitottawa

freetransitottawa.ca

freetransitottawa@gmail.com

Connect With Us

see public transit as having a crucial role in

 

more equitable and sustainable future for all of us.We 
social justice activists who share a common goal of a

 

is made up of environmental andFree Transit Ottawa

Our current system

JAN 2020

combatting climate change and promoting social justice.

city goes to public transit.
Just 25% of the gas tax revenue transferred to the 

the country, rising faster than inflation.
Ottawa’s transit fares are among the highest in

The city continues to upgrade the road network,
budgeting $50 million annually over the next 10 years to
widen two–lane commuter roads to four lanes.

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

choosing to rely on public transit.
  
  

 

  

 

to fewer accident victims.
Lower health costs due 

pedestrians and cyclists.
Increased safety for 

Current car owners could save
on average $5000 annually by

We would all spend less
time stuck in traffic jams.

 

Bring Out City Other Benefits:
An Improved Transit System Can 



Addressing Climate Change
Climate change presents enormous challenges globally 
and locally. Dealing with these challenges requires 
bold, creative ideas and city-wide action. On April 24, 
2019, Ottawa’s City Council passed a motion 
acknowledging that we face a ‘Climate Emergency’ 
and stated that there is "a need for massive reduction 
in carbon emissions in the next 11 years.

Better Transit
Add 50 buses to the weekend service.

Create ‘neighbourhood’ bus routes linking 
citizens to local health & social services, 
shopping and entertainment beginning in Vanier, 
Bay Ward, West Ottawa and Barrhaven. 

Add 40 vehicles to Para Transpo
(a 20% increase) and implement an on-line 
booking system. 

Create bus only lanes during rush hours on 
routes of the most habitually late buses: (6, 7, 15 
[was 12], 21, 80, 85, 87, 39 and 75 [was 94] and 55 
[was 103]).

Affordable Transit
 

Make OC Transpo fare free during 
off-peak hours 

9 am to 3 pm; 6 pm to 6 am; and weekends

Democratic Transit
Directly elect the 
4 citizen representatives 
on the Transit Commission.

Replace 2 of the 8 Counselors on the Transit 
Commission with 2 representatives from the 
transit workers union, ATU Local 279.

It’s time to turn words into action.

(previously used) lands. 

 

 
  

Our demands

we propose paying for them, can be found at

 

Free Transit Ottawa

 

has developed a plan that would be a major step in that direction.  Full details, including how

 

 
 

wasteful tax break for building on Brownfield (previously used) lands.
housing, raising parking rates, reducing the planned two lane road widenings to one lane, and eliminating the

 

increase in the federal gas tax to OC Transpo, increasing development charges on new single-family suburban

 

This plan, including the loss of fare revenues, would cost roughly $95M. We propose to finance it by devoting the

 

 

transportation system.  
Public transit needs to become the heart of our 
A New Vision

service has made travel harder.
our transit problems. For some people, reduced bus 
downtown to and from work.  The LRT hasn't solved 
mainly designed to get people with regular 9 to 5 jobs 
centred around private car travel, with public transit 
However, the city’s transportation system is currently 

the city.
participate in the social, cultural and economic life of 
also make it much easier for people without a car to 
transit.  Improving and expanding public transit would 
per trip by switching from private car travel to public 
Greenhouse gas emissions could be cut by two thirds 
accounts for one third of Ontario’s carbon footprint. 
action more than the transportation sector, which 
No sector needs some creative thinking and bold 

Rethinking Transportation

governments, with their access to personal and corporate taxes. But real progress can be made locally.
Creating such a transit system would require the participation of the federal and provincial
A First Step
Public transit has to do more than get people to and from work; it has to allow everyone to access all aspects of city life.

systems, fire and police services, roads andsidewalks. But, making it ‘free’ is not enough.
This would begin by making it a public servicethat is free at the point of use – just like our school and health care 

https://freetransitottawa.ca/campaign


